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Chiang Fang
FL. FIRST HALF OF THE pTH CENTURY
In the Ta Li period (766-779) Li Yi of Lunghsi passed the exami-
nations at the age of twenty. In the following year, having been
duly qualified, he went to Changan in the sixth month to await
the selective tests held by the Board of Civil Service, and there
found lodgings in the Hsinchang quarter.
Yi was of a good family and was gifted in literary matters
from youth. He was renowned above his contemporaries for his
pretty verses and neatly turned lines, which won even the admira-
tion of those with long established reputations. He had a good
opinion of his own qualities and thought that he must find a
lady worthy of his talents. He looked extensively among the cour-
tesans but for a long time had no success.
There was at that time a matchmaker in Changan by the name
of Pao and known as Shih-yi-niang. She had been a bondmaid but
had won her freedom more than ten years previously. She was
sociable by nature and clever of tongue and hence a great favorite
wherever she went There was not a single house of any conse-
quence where she was not a visitor and she was universally ac-
knowledged the past mistress of the profession wherein hints and
stratagems play a most conspicuous part. To her Yi had confided
his wish and had won her loyalty both by his earnestness and by
the generosity of his presents*
One afternoon a few months later as Yi was sitting in the south-
ern pavilion of his lodgings he suddenly heard an urgent knocking
at the gate, followed by the announcement that Pao Shih-yi-niang
had come to call. He went out to meet her and asked what had